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USE OF THE GUIDE

The descriptions in this guide are numbered to

correspond to the number on the card of the item you

are viewing. If you would like additional information

on any item please contact one of the curators or

volunteers. There are five broad categories of items:

100-200 Series AGRICULTURE

600-800 Series COMMERCE

300-500 Series DOMESTIC LIFE

900 Series FIRE FIGHTING

1000 Series TRANSPORTATION

Thank you for visiting the museum.

PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE THE

GUIDE FROM THE BUILDING.

Personal copies are available with a

donation suggested.

Should you have any items that you would like to

consider for donation, please contact one of the curators.

We are a non-profit organization and any items donated

are tax deductible. Cash donations are always welcome

to help cover our operating, acquisition and maintenance

expenses.



FRANCESTOWN HERITAGE MUSEUM

ITEM # 159

THE MUSEUM BUILDING

The building in which you are standing was

formerly a dairy barn located in Weare, NH.

The building is dedicated to O. Alan

Thulander who purchased this barn which

was slated for demolition. Members of the

Francestown Volunteer Fire Department

disassembled the building and moved it to

this current site where they re-erected the

structure. New siding and roof boards

were milled from trees located in the Town

Forest.



THE

FIRE FIGHTING 

COLLECTION



FRANCESTOWN HERITAGE MUSEUM

ITEM # 901

THE HUNNEMAN HAND TUB

This hand tub was originally purchased by

the Elsworth, ME fire department whose

members quickly learned it was not large

enough for their growing city.

This hand tub with hose cart was returned

to the manufacturer in Boston and

reconditioned. Francestown then

purchased it in 1850 for $400 plus $245 to

ship it here from Boston. It includes four

leather pails, suction hoses and play pipes

(nozzles).



FRANCESTOWN HERITAGE MUSEUM

ITEM # 903

FOUR MAN PUMP

This pump is powered by a four cylinder

automobile engine mounted with it. Even with

four men it must have been unbearably heavy in

rugged terrain.



FRANCESTOWN HERITAGE MUSEUM

ITEM # 906

FOUR CYLINDER UNIT

Another example of a four cylinder auto engine

being mounted on rails so that it could be

carried by four men into remote areas to provide

power for pumps, generators, and other

equipment.



FRANCESTOWN HERITAGE MUSEUM

ITEM # 909

PORTABLE PUMP - FORESTRY

Especially useful in remote areas which cannot

be accessed by water tankers. It can take water

from any available water supply such as

streams, ponds, et al.

As with many of these small engine units,

“portable” is a relative term.



FRANCESTOWN HERITAGE MUSEUM

ITEM # 912
PORTABLE GENERATOR

With power often out of service at locations of

emergency calls, a portable generator is

sometimes necessary.



FRANCESTOWN HERITAGE MUSEUM

ITEM # 915

BACKPACK PUMP

Weighing over 100 pounds without water in the

tank, it is difficult to imagine a person moving

around with this on their back in rugged terrain

and the heat of a forest fire.



FRANCESTOWN HERITAGE MUSEUM

ITEM # 918

Early in the 19th century the fire service

discovered that long pipes with a smooth

interior created straight streams of water. These

playpipes evolved from a general-use

firefighting hose nozzle to a specialty tool for

inspectors to measure how quickly water flows

when testing hydrants, pumps, etc..

PLAYPIPES



FRANCESTOWN HERITAGE MUSEUM

ITEM # 921

NOZZLE

Combination Nozzle - Navy Nozzle made by the

Rockwood Sprinkler Company in Worcester,

MA. These are commonly referred to as

shipboard firefighting nozzles or navy nozzles.

Its official name is a "Rockwood Waterfog". The

position of the handle gives either a fog stream

or a straight stream.



FRANCESTOWN HERITAGE MUSEUM

ITEM # 924

THE FIRE BUCKET

The fire bucket is generally filled with water

but occasionally sand. Typically, fire

buckets are painted bright red and have the

word 'FIRE' stenciled on them. Often they

have a convex, protruding bottom,

rendering them useless for other purposes,

thus reducing the potential for theft or

misuse.



FRANCESTOWN HERITAGE MUSEUM

ITEM # 927

WATER CANTEEN TANK

Fire fighting is hot and exhausting work.  It is 

essential that the fire fighters be able to stay 

hydrated and a full water canteen of potable 

water is as important as any other piece of 

fire fighting equipment.



FRANCESTOWN HERITAGE MUSEUM

ITEM # 930

CANTEEN

There is nothing noteworthy about this item

other than to illustrate an item of fire fighting

equipment that folks would not ordinarily

think of as being such. As with the large

water canteen tank, being able to stay

hydrated is critical for a fire fighter. This

would be especially so when dealing with

brush and forest fires.



FRANCESTOWN HERITAGE MUSEUM

ITEM # 933

FIREFIGHTERS BUNKER COAT

A bunker coat is one piece of a firefighters

gear that includes the coat, pants, gloves,

boots, hood and helmet. This old style

bunker coat was to provide a firefighter with

warmth and dryness but offered little defense

against fire and its components. These old

coats were made of rubber and have long

since become very hard and brittle.

CONTINUED



FRANCESTOWN HERITAGE MUSEUM

FIREFIGHTERS BUNKER COAT

Modern bunker, or turnout, jackets are

made of fire-resistant fabrics that mainly

consist of Nomex and Kevlar. This helps to

increase the protective barrier between the

firefighter and the source of heat, helping

to minimize burn injuries.



FRANCESTOWN HERITAGE MUSEUM

ITEM # 936

UTILITY CART

Years ago much of the equipment needed

to fight fires had to be carried by hand.

These utility carts were especially useful

when dealing with brush or forest fires to

take equipment into areas where a standard

full size fire truck could not go.



FRANCESTOWN HERITAGE MUSEUM

ITEM # 939

FOREST FIRE RAKE

A fire rake is a wildland fire fighting tool

with a rake head consisting of very sharp,

serrated, triangular steel teeth. It is used to

rake a fire break with the sharp teeth

enabling it to reach fire in undergrowth and

to loosen surface debris.



FRANCESTOWN HERITAGE MUSEUM

ITEM # 942

DIRECTION SIGN for

FIRE LOOKOUT TOWER

Years ago there was a fire lookout tower on

Crotched Mountain in Francestown. While

the tower is long gone, the sign remains.

CONTINUED



FRANCESTOWN HERITAGE MUSEUM
NEW HAMPSHIRE FIRE TOWERS

CONTINUED
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NEW HAMPSHIRE FIRE TOWERS

CONTINUED
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NEW HAMPSHIRE FIRE TOWERS



FRANCESTOWN HERITAGE MUSEUM

ITEM # 945

DIRECTION SIGN for

FIRE LOOKOUT TOWER

Years ago there was a fire lookout tower on

Crotched Mountain in Francestown. While

the tower is long gone, the sign remains.



FRANCESTOWN HERITAGE MUSEUM

ITEM # 948

COMMEMORATIVE STEINS

Marking the 75th anniversary of the

Francestown Volunteer Fire Department

whose members have served the

community since 1937. Members of the

FVFD also moved and erected this

museum building and gifted it to the

citizens of Francestown.
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